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the amendment had become a dead letter were ended by the
Supreme Court in June, 1939.
Youth encountered the obverse side of the employment
situation when, upon the threshold of maturity, it set forth
in quest of a job, expecting not the pittance paid children but
a living wage. The gap between leaving school and the first
job, always a no man's land of uncertainties, widened under
the Depression. In the middle 1930's more than a quarter of
the youths in their late 'teens and early twenties had never
had regular work; for the entire group the waiting period
averaged about two years after quitting school. Four out of
five were still living with parents, including nearly half of
those married. The American Youth Commission in 1935
estimated the number of job-seeking youth at 4,200,000—a
third of the nation's idle man power—while many of the
4,000,000 still attending school or college were so doing
largely as an alternative to "just hanging around/* Com-
mentators upon the census of 1940 soberly concluded that
"youth have suffered more unemployment than any other
element of the labor force/*
At an early stage of the Depression youngsters often took
to the road in search of work and adventure, reasoning that
at home there would be one less mouth to feed. Upon the
Missouri Pacific, for example, the number of bums and
freight-car migrants (including repeaters) increased from
thirteen thousand in 1929 to nearly two hundred thousand
in 1931. In Los Angeles alone, free flophouses and midnight
missions gave asylum in 1932 to more than two hundred
thousand. In the summer of 1932 most railroads gave up try-
ing to block this traffic, and trains began to carry one or more
box cars with open doors to forestall the temptation of break-
ing into sealed cars.
Railroad men, social workers and police agreed that the
great majority of these nomads were neither criminals nor
vagrants, and but for the Depression would have been in
school or at work. Among five thousand boy transients

